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many other Empire builders, Raffles was discouraged and
his greatness unrecognized in his day, but though his pro-
jects have since been carried out by others,, his life makes
an inspiring story and remains a shining example to his
countrymen. Many able Governors have followed Raffles
in Malaya and consolidated his work, among whom perhaps
only Sir Frank Swettenham, who is commemorated in Port
Swettenham, and Sir Hugh Clifford need be named here.
Africa claimed many lives in the opening up of its vast
and mysterious interior, and amongst all those who blazed
early trails the name of Mungo Park, the young Scottish
explorer, stands out prominently. Born in 1771., he became
a surgeon and went out to West Africa, where his account
of his Travels in the Interior aroused wide interest, and he
returned to conduct further explorations along the Niger,
in whose waters he was drowned on his return journey in
1806. Twenty years or so after, a fellow-countninan,
McGregor Laird, carried on the work of exploration, and
between them these two did much to open up West Africa
and what is now the great British Colony of Nigeria.
The lives and achievements of David Livingstone and
Sir Henry M. Stanley are too well known to need recapitu-
lation here, but many followed after them and built upon
their sure foundations. Apart from exploration and missionary
effort, the true founder in the Imperial sense of Nigeria is
a man whose name and fame, owing largely to his own
shrinking from publicity, is insufficiently known in this
country, Sir George Goldie. He it was who created the
Royal Niger Company and formed and advocated far-
reaching plans for the extension of British rule and influence
in West and Central Africa, which gained but partial and
tardy support from the British Government. Goldie laid
down the broad principles of "indirect rule," which were
developed and applied with genius by a young military